
TOURING 
THE AMANAS:
ON BIKE, ON FOOT, 
BY CAR OR BUS

“Once you slow down and look, you begin to see the details, 
the architectural details in the colony homes, the colors in the 

landscape that make the Amanas such a unique environment.”

Gordon Kellenberger, 
High Amana Artist
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The color palette of the Amana
Colonies is determined by the season.
Spring means colorful gardens set
against a backdrop of coppery sand-
stone and rosy red brick homes. In
summer the villages are set jewel-like
amidst the green and gold forest 
and fields. By autumn the green has
given way to a dusky palette of gold,
auburn and umber and with winter,
the Colonies are transformed again
with the silvery frost and glittering
snow. 

Touring the seven villages whether 
on foot, on a bike or in a car or bus,
provides opportunities for seeing 
the Colonies at their best. 

Open year-round for hiking and
cross-country skiing, the 3.2-mile
Amana Colonies Nature Trail allows
you to experience the eco-diversity 
of Iowa woodlands. From the trail-
head parking lot located just north 
of Homestead at the junction of
Highways 6 and 151, you’ll walk to 
a bluff overlooking the Iowa River.
Prehistoric Native American mounds
and geologic features are noted on 
the trail.

Bike or walk the Kolonieweg Recrea-
tional Trail linking the villages of
Amana and Middle Amana by way 
of the historic Mill Race canal levee.

As the 3.1-mile trail skirts wetlands
and nearly circles the Lily Lake, watch
for bald eagles, beaver, river otter and
muskrat. Benches are located along
the trail for your comfort. You can
access the trail at the Amana Depot 
in the village of Amana and at the 
Lily Lake on Highway 220 between
Middle Amana and Amana. 

Individual and Group Tours
Audio Driving Tour.
The Amana Colonies by Car: An
Audio Driving Tour is an easy to use
compact disc for your car CD player
that provides an entertaining account
of life in communal Amana while
pointing out historical, architectural
and cultural features of each of the
seven villages as you drive. The com-
pact disc can be purchased at local
shops or the Amana Colonies Visitor
Center in Amana.

Amana Colonies Barn Tours. 
A new way to explore the Colonies 
is on an Amana Colonies Barn Tour,
taking visitors through century-old
barns. The tour focuses on barn 
architecture, preservation and adap-
tive reuse. In addition, visitors gain a
greater understanding of unique com-
munal farming practices used in the
Amana Colonies, as well as a look at
the modern farming operation of

Amana Farms, Inc. For additional
information contact the Amana
Colonies Convention and Visitors
Bureau.

Custom and Group Tours.
Interested in bringing a group to the
Amana Colonies? Several businesses
provide tours and guides to assist
your group. Group packages and 
rates are available through the 
Amana Heritage Society and the Old
Creamery Theatre Company.  Colony
Visits offers group packages and itin-
eraries. Step-on guide services are
available through the Amana Heritage
Society, Colony Visits, the Ox Yoke
Inn and the Ronneburg Restaurant.

LEISURE
Amana Colonies Golf Club
North of Middle Amana, 
on 27th Avenue
319-622-6222 or 800-383-3636
amanagolf@southslope.net
www.amanagolfcourse.com
18-hole championship course
designed to accommodate players
of all skill levels, featuring lush,
watered bent grass fairways, tees
and greens. With 5 sets of tees,
ranging from 5,228 to 6,824 yards,
the Amana Colonies Golf Club 
is a challenge for any player.
Professional staff available for



lessons or custom club fitting. 
Only course in the region to feature
ProShot Global Positioning System.
ProShot GPS provides golfers with
yardage from all holes, distance to
trap locations and hazards, and dis-
tance from ball to green. Beautiful
clubhouse with scenic views – great
for company functions or special
occasions.

Amana Colonies Nature Trail
Junction of Highways 151 
and 6, near Homestead
Explore and enjoy the natural beauty
of Iowa on the Amana Colonies
Nature Trail. Birds, wildlife, trees,
wildflowers, geological features 
and Indian mounds are among the
sights on this 1 to 3.2 mile trail.
Open year round for hiking and
cross-country skiing.

Colony Visits…
Heritage Destinations
319-622-6178
info@colonyvisits.com
www.colonyvisits.com
Receptive group services. We’re
your doorway to hospitality in the
historical Amana Colonies and the

interesting eastern Iowa area. All-
inclusive tour packages with step-on,
meals, sight seeing, etc.

Kolonieweg 
Recreational Trail
Access trail at Lily Lake
(Middle Amana) or Amana 
Depot (Amana)
Walk or bike this 3.1 mile hard sur-
face trail between the villages of
Amana and Middle Amana. Enjoy
the natural habitat of the Lily Lake;
watch for swans, ducks, geese,
eagles, beaver and muskrats. Trail
connects to several low traffic roads
for over 20 miles of biking through 
the Amana Colonies.

Lily Lake
East of Middle Amana 
on 220th Trail
View the spectacular scenery of 
the Lily Lake in Middle Amana. 
From mid-July through August, 
nearly 160 acres of water are
covered with large yellow lotus lily
blooms. Witness the breathtaking
beauty of soaring eagles, the grace-
fulness of Trumpeter swans, and 
the playfulness of otters as you 

relax at a picnic table or walk the
perimeter on the Kolonieweg
Recreational Trail.

Millrace
While driving through the seven
villages of the Amana Colonies, 
you will soon notice the Millrace. 
In the 1860’s, the Colonists dug the
7-mile canal to power the mills in
Amana and Middle Amana. Though
it is no longer used for the purpose
of energy production, efforts are
underway to preserve this histor-
ically significant feature of our
National Historic Landmark. Witness
ice harvesting on the Millrace during
Winterfest, late January. Informa-
tional markers found at various 
locations along the Millrace.

Opa’s Tractor Barn Museum,
West Amana
Walk through an 1883 barn with
hand-pegged chestnut beams.
Agricultural history memorabilia,
Minneapolis-Moline, barnyard in
miniature and more. America’s
agricultural past preserved for 
the future. Seasonal 10am-4pm.
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Put Your Amana Colony Plans 
in the Hands of Those who 
Know the Colonies Best

Colony
Visits...

Complete Receptive Services 
for group visitors to the 
Historic Amana Colonies 
& Eastern Iowa Area

Heritage Destinations...
Group Tours from The Amana Colonies Area 

to exciting destinations

We Offer:
• Custom Planned Packages
• A Variety of Ready-Made Packages to

choose from
• Group Planning Service/Group Tours

Our experienced 
Host-Guides are 
Colony Visits’ certified
Amana Colony Guides
who have lived the 
Colony Traditions.

Phone: 319 622-6178 • Fax: 319 622-3958
E-mail: info@colonyvisits.com

Website: www.colonyvisits.com
P.O. Box 99, Amana, IA 52203


