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FORM FOLLOWS FUNCTION IN 
AMANA COLONIES ART
In the communal Amana Colonies, homes were furnished with things Colonists made
themselves from materials at hand. Textiles from the woolen and calico mills, walnut, 
oak and cherry from hillside forests, willow from the riverbed and other materials 
easily found or procured were used to create the furniture and furnishings in homes,
shops and kitchen houses.

Thick wool rugs, striped in bright blues or warm, brown tones, graceful walnut furniture
handmade and hand rubbed to a satin finish, hand stitched cotton comforters, sturdy
baskets to catch laundry or balls of yarn, embroidered linen, needlepoint wall hangings…
Amana style, so obvious to the eye but so hard to describe in a sentence or two, is the
wedding of functional design and pleasing form in objects created for practical use. 

Today this legacy continues as dozens of artists and artisans work in both traditional 
and contemporary art and craft forms. The Amana Arts Guild, founded in 1978, strives
to continue traditional crafts, as well as create opportunities in the Amana Colonies for
emerging artists. It’s not unusual to see a painter at his easel in a scenic corner of one 
of the villages, or to find a weaver at work in her studio. Throughout the seven villages,
there are galleries to see and studios to visit.

The Arts Guild Center and Folklife Shop, in High Amana, sponsors art exhibits, work-
shops and special events and sells original handmade pieces. In addition, the Amana Arts
Guild hosts an annual Festival of the Arts the second Saturday of August to showcase 
traditional Amana Colonies crafts and innovative contemporary art, as well as offering
hands-on art activities for kids, entertainment and ethnic foods.

AJ’s Copper Garden, Amana
319-622-6840
tpatti@msn.com
Come and watch the nationally
recognized juried fine art award
winners create whimsical metal 
garden sculptures by hand. Available
exclusively at National Fine Art 
Shows and in their Amana studio.

Amana Arts Guild, High Amana
319-622-3678
amanarts@juno.com
www.amanaartsguild.com
Amana Colonies non-profit arts council
offers workshops and classes for adults
and children. Sponsors art festival 
and shows. Gallery features hand-
made folk arts by local artisans.

Amana Furniture and 
Clock Shop, Amana
319-622-3291 or 800-247-5088
www.amanafurniture.com
Amana Colonies original furniture shop.
Handcrafters of solid walnut, oak and
cherry furniture and clocks in tradition-
al, original and custom designs. Iowa’s
largest clock shop! Showroom and
workshop gallery open year-round.

Broom and Basket Shop, Amana 
319-622-3311
www.broomandbasket.com

Brooms and baskets locally made in
West Amana. Unique solid wood gift
products made by Schanz Furniture 
in South Amana. Occasionally basket-
making demonstrated.

Broom and Basket Shop,  
West Amana
319-622-3315
www.broomandbasket.com
Watch broommaking and basketmaking
when artisans are working. Closed
Sundays and holidays. Next door to
Philip Dickel Basket Museum Gallery –
exhibit open Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Catiri’s Art Oasis, Amana
319-622-3969
ijcatiri@netins.net
www.catirisart.com
A true art oasis. Along with Catiri’s 
art glass studio (custom work, demon-
strations, classes, and supplies). We
represent over 100 of the most talented
regional artists, working in all mediums.

Colony Candleworks, Amana
319-622-3879
kitchen@netins.net
Handcrafting candles in all colors,
shapes, sizes and scents. Our acces-
sories complement many types of
home décor. In an original Amana
building on Main Street. Open daily.

The Colonists
believed in
hard work

and excellent
craftsmanship;
this tradition
lives on today.
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Creative Colony, Amana
319-622-3753
Exclusively handcrafted gifts 
by Iowa artisans. Main Street in 
Amana. Open daily March through
December; open Friday through
Monday in January and February.

Custom Cutlery 
& Ironworks, Amana
319-622-3482
sales@customcutlery.com
www.customcutlery.com
Quality ironwork hand forged on 
site. Home accessories. Handcrafted
knives for kitchen and sport.
Industrial Machine Shop Museum.
Open year round.

Giant Rocker and West Amana
Wood Shop, West Amana 
319-622-3315
Solid walnut rocker, 11 feet tall, 
670 pounds. Unique wood products.
Between Broom and Basket Shop
and Philip Dickel Basket Museum
Gallery. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

Heritage Designs Needlework 
& Quilting Supplies, Amana
319-622-3887
heritagedesigns@southslope.net
3,000 fabrics from contemporary to
traditional. Many original designs
including patterns by a local artist/
button maker. Dovo scissors and other

unique accessories. Quilting, Cross-
stitch, Hardanger, Tatting. Open daily.

Kitchen House Art Gallery,
Homestead
319-622-3078

Krauss Furniture Shop, 
South Amana
319-622-3223
krauss@netins.net
www.kraussfurniture.com
Family owned and operated since
1956. Handcrafted furniture and
clocks. Walnut, cherry, and oak.
Original, custom and traditional
designs. Open year round. 
Free shop tours weekdays.
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Michele Maring Miller Studio/
Gallery, West Amana
319-622-6330
www.maringmillergallery.com
Award-winning artist at work in her
spacious and peaceful studio and
gallery. Located in an 1871 sandstone
church in the center of the village of
West Amana. Small room of antiques.

Mini-Americana Barn Museum,
South Amana
319-622-3058
barnmus@aol.com
www.barnmuseum.com
Two hundred miniature replicas, in 
the scale one inch to one foot, built 
by woodworker Henry Moore telling
early rural history from 1880 to 1930.

Powder House, Amana
319-622-3100

Schanz Furniture and 
Refinishing Shop, South Amana 
319-622-3529
www.SchanzFurniture.com
Custom built furniture in your choice of
woods: walnut, cherry and oak. Furniture
on floor for sale. Furniture repaired and
refinished plus chair caning and seat-
weaving. Closed Sundays and holidays.

Largest Known Collection of 
Miniatures in America Built 

by One Man

Woodcrafter
Henry Moore

Jan. 3, 1911-Nov. 26, 1983

South Amana, Iowa
(319) 622-3058

www.barnmuseum.com

Tour Groups Welcome • Admission Charged
Open April-October (Weather Permitting)

Daily 9-5
1st Floor Handicap Accessible

Restroom On Site • Bus Parking Available

Schanz Furniture &
Refinishing Shop

Custom Built Furniture 
in Your Choice of Woods
www.schanzfurniture.com

Visit our workshop and see new
furniture being built, old furniture
being repaired and refinished,
as well as, caning 
and seatweaving.

East of South 
Amana on Hwy 6
2773 Hwy 6 Trail 
South Amana, IA 52334
319-622-3529

Schanz 
Lumbar Chair

Open:
Monday-
Saturday
8am-5pm
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Featuring sales of
AMANA COLONY

OLD WORLD CRAFTS
Quilts • Baskets • Rag Rugs • Tin • Pottery 

Door Locks • Woodwork • Brooms 
Needlework • Ironwork

Fine Arts and Amana Paintings
Special Rotating Exhibits

AMANA ARTS GUILD
C E N T E R

High Amana 319.622.3678
www.amanaartsguild.com


